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TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 

AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 

AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
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E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:ETRD 

SUBJECT: ELIGIBILITY OF SUGAR UNDER GSP 

1. PRESIDENTIAL ACTION ANTIDIPATED SHORTLY TO EFEECT 
COMPETITIVE NEED GSP ELIGIBILITY CHANGES BASED ON 1976 
TRADE DATA. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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2. ADDRESSEE HOST GOVERNMENTS' EXPORTS OE TSUS 155.20 
SUGAR, TO US IN 1976 ALL FELL BELOW THE 29.9 MILLION 
DOLLARS COMPETITIVE NEED FIGURE FOR THE YEAR. UNDER THE 
LAW, PRESIDENT HAS DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY TO REDESIGNATE 
THESE COUNTRIES AS ELIGIBLE EOR GSP TREATMENT ON MARCH 1. 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF PENDING PETITION FOR IMPORT RELIEF 
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UNDER SECTION 201 OF THE TRADE ACT AND SEPARATE PETITION 
REQUESTING REMOVAL FROM GSP, TRADE POLICY STALE COMMITTEE 
HAS RECOMMENDED THAT DECISION WHETHER OR NOT TO REDESIGNATE 
ANY COUNTRIES EOR ELIGIBILITY ON THIS ITEM SHOULD BE 
DEEERRED UNTIL DECISION IS MADE ON DISPOSAL OE THESE 
PETITIONS. THEREEORE, EXECUTIVE ORDER EEEECTING MARCH 1 
CHANGES IN COMPETITIVE NEED WILL NOT REPEAT NOT REDESIG- 
NATE HOST COUNTRIES AS ELIGIBLE EOR GSP ON TSUS 155.20. 

YOU MAY INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS. DEPARTMENT IS INEORMING 
EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON. 

VANCE 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 
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